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Albino crab: Once-in-a-lifetime catch

BY PENNYRIORDAN, TIMESSTAFFWRITER
Forthefirsttimein 40 yearsof crabbing, the Leisterfamily's catch of blue crabson Sundaywerenot all blue - onewasas whiteas snow.
Earlierthis week, RichardLeisterof Westminster picked up the 71/2inch male blue crab out his freezerfromright nextto the troutline he usedto catchit.

"Youdon'tcatchmanyof these,"he said, pointingto its whitelegs and body. Despite the frost on the male crustacean, his lungswerevisible throughhis
shell.

"Somepeoplethoughtit wasfake,"said Babette L eister, recallingthe manwho questionedits authenticity at a bait shopin Reisterstown.Atthattime, the
crabwasstill alive andit snappedbackat the doubtingspectator.

Indeedthe allwhite male crablooksa little like a plastictoy in its frosty state, with the only color beingthe two roundspecks of black eyesjutting out. Rub
awaythefrost, though,andthereareits insides, staringrightbackat you.

TheLeistersstarted crabbingat sunrise Sunday. Theywere on the RhodeRiverin Anne Arundel Countyon the Westem Shoreof the bay.

Theycaughtthe albinotowardthe end of their trip, around8 a.m. The crabwas pulled up on the line into the boat, and at first the couplethoughtit wasonits
back, becauseit waswhite.

Theytumedit overandfoundthatit waswhite all over.
ThelLeistersare wouldlike to mountthe crab, and they are are lookingfor someonewhois an expertat mountingcrabs.

Albinocrabs, like otheralbinospecies, are exceedinglyrare. The state Departmentof Natural Resourcesreceivesbetweenthreeto four reportsa year of
albinocrabs.

Infact, the departmentdoes not keeprecordson the crabs, as their occurrencedoesnt markanything seriousaboutthe wildlife in the ChesapeakeBay, said
LynnFegley, a fisherybiologistwith the department.

Buttheir lack of pigmentationmay hold the key to whyblue crabsare blue, said Y onathanZohar, director of the center of marinebiotechnologyat the
University of MarylandBiotechnologyInstitutein Baltimore. The centerhasa blue crabprogram,and Zoharand a teamof researchersare breedingblue
crabsin an effortto learn more abouttheir genetic makeup.

Roughlytwoyearsago, an albinocrab caughtin KentCountywas donatedto the center. The crab's genesweresampledandthe crabis still frozenat the
center, Zoharsaid.

Inall of the millionsof crabsthat have beenbredat the center, only one crab cameout partially albino, he said.

Reachstaffwriter PennyRiordanat 410-857-7898 or riordanp@Icniofmd.com



